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Mrs. llaruko Aka.':l!l.tsu 
323 \'/est 108th Stree t 
Hirn York City, Uew York 

( ll)) 

Jul y 6, 1043 

}'01•,;ivE: ny de l ay in answering your lettur . 

Dnfortunatcily it x>t r:ixed up in sm1e of t:_e scco:1d class 

nail on my desk, &.."lct so the d.ela;;r. 

I sLall d.o E-vcrJth.:..:,g l can to sccu;x t!,e 

scholarship noney for your l:Jrotllcl' as q .dcl:iy as poss '...blo . 

S.tncercl:,r, 

~ocretary 
Departnent of Cities 

Jl'T:vm 
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Lar_7~ 

323 WEST 108TH STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

REV. ALFRED SABURO AKAMATSU 
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:rs. :Iaru Akn .. ,uts 
323 ·cnt lJO ::?troet 
llew Yoi-k c.:ty 

y dour ~ r e. Ak&iatsu: 

J\ ly 16, 1J43 

I have \,rltten ,r . "ayes tcllln.:_ M.:. - that 
wo ·,,ould ... e re spo, sible for your bro the : 1 e 
sc i10],urs .1lp . I ura su,e thu t everything has 
boon •urr!L,·t:d thr, ugh ',r . Hayes • 

.J a,.1 so i ry that we havr not b een able 
to aro for th! s r.1at tcr rwrc ;r, .ipt l y . I 
d o a;prec1ato Jour willingncns to understand 
our de s ire to coopcr11te . 

Sine 1·01-.; , 

~ccrotury 
De~artrnont of Ci ti e s 



ACADEMY 2 -9774 REv A L FRED SABURO AKAMATSU 

Wapanese c#ti(etqobist (flqurcq anb Jlnstitute 
323 WEST 108TH STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

September 7, 1943. 

Dear Dr. Thomas: 

I am taking the liberty of sending you copies of the report and recommendation as well as the excerpt from the letters that have 
come from ministers in relocation centers, These are being aub,ritted to the New York Church Committee for Japn.nese Work, 
which had anpointed the three ministers as a con:mittee for that 
purpose . 

Of late the attendance at the Federation service has become so 
great that we feel that a new quarters must be immediately se-
cured to • mmodate the daily increasing nUl!lber of evacues who 
are anxious to participate in the worship service. I do hope that the plan for the unifies tion of three churches will ma-
terialize as soon as possible . 

Hoping that you will find it possible to come to the service 
sometime in a near future, I am, 

Sincerely yous; ((JJ 
• Al:a.matsu 



REPORT: 

REPORT AND RECOMIIENDATION OF THE COMMITTEE TO ASCERTAIN THE 
DESIRE OF JAPANESE MINISTERS IN RF.LOCATION CENT"llS 

On July 3, 1943, this COI!llllittee sent out letters of inquiry to over 
100 ministers residing in ten relocation centers. The question was to 
find out their desire as to what the church life of the evacuee in New 
York should be, and it was sub-divided into two sections: 

(1) Should the evacuees be dispe rsed among the Caucasian churches 
according to their denominational affiliation? 

(2) Should the Japanese churches be organized into a union church, to 
wh~ch evazuee should affiliate? (Prior to the war the three churches had 
already voted for unification . ) 

To date 32 ministers have answered, indicating their preferences as 
follows: 

Dispersal 7 (22%) Union Church 24 (75%) 

Of the 7 dispersalists only 3 took an uncompromising approach, while 
the other three saw the necessity of some nisei church group, and 1 
proposed a nisei group v,ithin a Caucasian church. 

Most of the ministers who answered for a Union Church r ecognized dis-
persal as an ideal, but for practical and more effective church work 
among nisei they thought that a unified J apanese church \'iOUld be the 
most satisfactory solution , 

Only 1 r eplied that it does not matter whether an evacuee went to a 
Japanese or Caucasian church, The important thing is that he goes 
to a church . He added that he is for a unified church , nevertheless. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
V~ereas though the number of the replies did not suffice to constitute 

any conclusive answer, it at least indicates that the majority of the 
ministers in the centers desire a unified church for evacuees; and 

whereas the number of evacuees ar riving in this city increases daily, 
calling for an effective, immediatu administrat ion, spiritually, socially, 
and otherwise; and 

whereas , prior to the prasent war, the three Japanese churches through 
their respective official bodies had already voted for the unification, 
provided that new quarte r s be found; (this had been tabled temporarily) 

this committee reco1PJl'Bnds that a plan of unification should at once 
be r econsidered and its ac10ualization be sought for as soon as possible. 

Respectfully, 

Sojiro Shimizu, minister 
Japanese Christian Institute 

Giichi Kawamata, minister 
Japanese Christian Association 

Alfred S. Akamatsu, minister 
Japanese Christian Church & Institute 



EXCERPTS FROM LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE CO!.IMJTTE~ 

Dispersal: 

"Vie write a letter of introduction for those going out, Md for thos" 
who do not request it, we send their new addresses to super inten~ents of 
various denominations. 11 

"To Caucasian church of their own denomination" 

"Japanese church may be more convenient, but nisei should open their 
way in Caucasian church." 

"Caucasian church of their own choice ••• ought to be scattered in many 
churches •••• use a portion of the church for nisei v~rship service, but they 
should remain a part of the church." 

"At the same time they should meet together, say, once a month ••• " 

"Disperse, .• a nisei minister may be necessary for a certain portion of 
nisei ...• 11 

"Disperse, •• but those who cannot talce an a:-t-ive part or those who do 
not like to join Caucasian church, a union church may be necessary. 

Union Church: 

"Dispersal should be encouraged, but union church is more desirable ••• " 

'' To undc,rstand nisei psychology is possible only with Japanese ministers •• '' 

"Dispersal if the number is small, but if gr eat, there should be a union 
church •••• " 

"Dispersal is ~asy to propose, but difficult to actualize •••• " 

"Generally nis e i want the church of their own •••• '' 

"More than 60 ye ars of history testifies to the necess ity of a Japanese 
church ••.• the r eal prob l em is: number, money, and faith." 

"Japane se union church is absolutely necessary for: converting Buddhist 
nisei, and many who are bashful,, ,,Union church is far better than a nisei 
group in an American Church with Assistant nisei pastor.,,,A Japanese church 
should serve the community, including white, negro, etc.'' 

"And let nisei t alce respons ibility for the i r own church •••• " 

"Encourage other rac es to join ••• Form a really Christian and unique 
church .... " 

"Union church for the conversion of those who are not Christian ••• Don't 
send any nisei to any Caucasian church which 1~ t the number •••• Let evacuee 
share responsibilities, financially and otherwise •••• Never a ' guest ' member •• • " 

Neutral: 
"Does not matt er where he goe s •• ,. important that he goes to a church ••• 

liot too many a re denominat"onally minded among the young peopl9, •.' 



Rev , Alfred S . Akarimtsu 
3;: 3 r. eot 108th t;t,reet 
new York City, Ne w :ork 

My <lear friend: 

~eptenuer 13 , 19,13 

I want to tell you that I apprecie,te the work 
tL. t ·;ou did on your sur·1ey. 

::C,omet1ae s I fear tlrn.t n1y hone st difference wl. th 
JOU as to future procedure 'tli~~ht lead you to f e el 
that I do not ap.irecinte the v.oric trut you are doing . 
I want you to 'mow that I &r:1 a.mire of the f1,ct that 
no o t,lun· pe1°son in He w York h us iClCHnt more to incoi-. ing 
nisei than you have, 

I wi:nt also to assure you t hat VIhen the Co:_i..1ittce 
arrives ot its decinioa, J OU can de1i•1nd upon oy 
backing that decis1.cn to the he st of my ability . .y 
best regarde to you. 

Sincerely, 

:5ecretary 
~epa1·tr:1ont of Cities 

JV,T: DJS 



Dea r Friends : 

323 WEST 1 08TH STREET 

NEW YORK 25. N . Y . 

REV AL.FRED SABURO AKAMATSU 

No vembe r 23 1 1943 . 

Thr oughout t he s e tragic and d i f fi cul t days we have always 
been U?lifted by the warnth of Ch r istian fellowship , Without 
y:iur genuine sympathy and loyal su,,port , it would have been im-
?ossible for us to ca rry on our wo r k and t o widen our service to 
our co:'ll!lunity and t o the e vacuee c oming fr om different i:elocation 
center s into the ci t y in eve r i ncreasing number , 

With gr ateful h ear t s we ar e calling upon you once a gain 
to be with us at our F ifteenth Annual Christmas Bazaar for fel -
bwshi? and sharing the spirit of Ohr istmas--peace , good will , 
and ho,e--tte S?irit needed now than ever . 

?lease do come . Enjoy our delicious food , Look over 
our ber.xtiful yet reasonable shopping booths . Wit:1 the coop-
eratio:1 of the Woll'en I s Federation of Granada Relocation Center 
in Colorao.o , we have exquisite hand-made Christraas cifts avail -
able t'.,is year . 

Bnclosed plea 0 3 find sv.bscrintion tic 1:ets , each of which 
entitles you to a S,:,ecial Ja,,aneSL Dinner . Even if you a.re un-
able to attend , we would appreciate deeply if you can subscribe 
to our Bazaar so that we may be able to carry on ::,ur service now 
needed '.J:r our IJeople . f<l'ay we count on you? 

But most of all , we wish to invite you to be 1·1i th us to 
help us feel the str en<;th of Christian fellowshi,, , the hope in 
these times for a brig~t future . 

Most cordially yoµrs , 
h:/z.4 ,.,_ ff. j,9:..~ 

Mr3 , C .W. I;tle.:art , Pres. , 
WoMan ' s Society of CF.risti Service 

/!.Pt di AJ 'ut.r.a t ~fu.£.4., "t,q 

Minister 

Please t1.se the enclosed , self- addressed envelo?a a~1d ,n.ke your 
check payaole tc, the Japanese ~,ethodi.st Church . 



:,~" · !.lfred c: , !'.".11aatsu 
• e~t 103th Street 

,1,- 1 i,>rk 25, lie,,. York 

Docembor 7. HM3 

1Jnfortu.>1ntoly, I could not CO!',.e to your a,mual 

Cl ,ri s t-aas Baz .. 0r. - do, howev'! r, wo::1.t to express ,:ry 

lnterest ln wlint .7uu ara do~ng, so I at1 1nclos1ne a 

cJ1tributio:-1 of t\\o doll!!I'!.l, 

JV/T :DJ~, 
Inc lo sure 

:.,incere ly, 

Secretary 
~epartoent of Cities 
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