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JCCI Members in 1941 
(52 companies) 

<Movement of Japanese business pioneers> 

1932-1941 
At the dawning of the collaboration between Japanese and American enterprise, the Chamber seeks 
to provide New York with a positive introduction to Japanese traditions and business culture.  

Fourteen prominent Japanese businessmen establish the Japanese Chamber of Com-
merce of New York. (1932) 
 
The Chamber’s main objective is to promote and foster eco-
nomic relations between the United States and Japan. 

Founding of Japanese 
Chamber of Commerce of 
New York (1932) 

Japanese Ambassador Hiroshi 
Saito presents 150 Japanese 
cherry trees to New York City 
on behalf of the Chamber. (NY 
Times) (1934) 

The Chamber lends support to 
the Japanese Pavilion at the 
1939 New York World’s Fair. 
(1939) 

Publication of Far Eastern 
Trade, a quarterly journal, which 
aims to dispel outmoded views 
about Japan (1939) 

Japanese and American business leaders 
attend a banquet in honor of H.E. Kichisa-
buro Nomura, Ambassador to the United 
States on June 4th. (1941) 

The Chamber closes 
due to  WWII. (1941) 

Nippon Club opens (1905) 
Some of the Nippon Club’s 
founding members (1915) 

Morimura Brothers opens (1879) 

Noritake Co. opens (1947) 
NYK begins Westward around-the-world line service 
including via New York in 1915 and opens N.Y. branch. 
(1920) Photo: Akagi-Maru (1951) 



<Movement of Japanese Enterprise in New York>  

1953-1969 (Page 2) 
The Chamber reopens in New York. (1953) 
 
·  John D. Rockefeller III is elected an Honorary Member of the Chamber in recognition of his work 
toward improving U.S.-Japan relations. (1955) 
 
·  At the Annual Meeting of the Chamber, the motion to reinstate the Nippon Club is approved. 
(1955)  
 
·  The Chamber helps found the Council for Improved U.S.-Japan Trade Relations in Washington, 
D.C. (1956) 
 
·  Chamber representatives attend public hearings on commodities for GATT tariff negotiations in 
Washington, D.C. (1956)  
 
·  Nippon Club reopens (1957) 

The Chamber works diligently to improve U.S.-Japan relations following 
World War II. 

JCCI Members  
In 1955 (66 Companies) 

Matsushita Electric Corporation 
of America opens and begins 
sale of  Panasonic brand tran-
sistor-radios (1959)   

Minolta Corporation opens 
(1959)   

Toshiba America opens
(1959)   

Japan Airlines begins NY to 
Haneda service via Honolulu 
and San Francisco (1966)   

The first home video tape 
recorder is sold by Sony. 
(1965) 

Casio releases the world’s first 
programmable electronic desk-
top calculators with program 
(AL-1000 series) (1967)   

Nichimen’s large scale exporta-
tion of Japanese Synthetic Fiber 
Textiles  (Late 1960s)  

Shiseido Cosmetics America 
begins selling cosmetics at 
Macy’s department store. 
Shieseido introduces Zen, its 
first fragrance developed 
specifically for the overseas 
market (1965)   

Toyota begins exporting automo-
biles to the U.S. (1956)  




